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REPORTS ON THE FLORA OF THE BOSTON 


DISTRICT, 



URTICACEAE. 

BOEHMERIA. 


B. cylindrica (L.) Sw. Wet places, common, but not reported 
from the southwest. 


CANNABIS. 


C. SATIVA L. 


Waste places; occasional, especially around cities. 


CELTIS. 

C. occidentalis L. Woods and pastures, also on seashore; along 
the coast from Plum Island to Duxbury, also at Lowell, Lexington, 
Concord, Lincoln, South Sudbury, and Waltham. 



H. japonicus Sieb. & Zucc. 
places at Salem and Peabody 


A Japanese species, escaped in waste 

(J. H. Sears, Oct. 5, 1904), Weston 


(according to M. L. Fernald ), Roxbury ( G . G. Kennedy, Oct. 9, 1907), 


and at Scituate (Edward IF. Cushman ). 

H. Lupulus L. Roadsides and waste places, evidently introduced 

in our territory. Reported from many stations. 


LA PORTE A. 

L. canadensis (L.) Gaud. Rich woods, rare; Groveland, Boxford, 
Belmont, Brookline, Natick, Cohasset. 


MACLURA. 

M. pomifera (Raf.) Schneider. Escaped on Page St., Danvers 
( G . G. Kennedy, Aug. 20, 1907). Introduced from the west. 
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Rhodora 


(September 


MOHUS. 


M. alba L. Persistent and escaped; reported at twelve scattered 


stations. 


M. rubra L. Ipswich, an old tree (./. Robinson, Aug. 8, 1870); 
Cambridge, dump near University Press (A. S. Reuse, Oct. 12, 1908); 
occasional roadside escape, Southborough (/l. ./. homes, July 31, 
1910). Native in western New England, also west and south. 


PARI ETA HI A. 


P. pennsylvanica Muhl. Swampscott (./. //. Sears, July 25, 
1885); waste ground, Pereival St., Dorchester (./. R. Churchill, Sept. 
22, 29, 1901); Concord (Minot Rratt) according to Dame & Collins, 
FI. Middlesex Co. 92, 1888; Hingham according to Borne, Botany 
of Hingham, in History of Hingham, i. pt. 1, 124, 1893. 


PI LEA. 


P. pumila (L.) Gray. Shady places in rich soil, frequent 


No 


reports from southern towns. 


ULMUS. 


U. americana L. Moist soil, woods, fields and roadsides; common 
throughout. 

U. campksthis L. Established in roadside thicket, Danvers 
(R. R. Mackintosh, December, 1903); Medford (L. L. Dame, —,1887; 
C. II. Morss, May 27, 1899); Seaver St., \Y. Roxbury (0. H'. Swan, 
May 29, June 9, 1883); roadside escape, Canton (O'. O'. Kennedy, 

—, 1891). 

U. fulva Michx. Rocky woods, rare; Georgetown. Roxford, 
Wenham, Bedford, Concord, Brookline, Dorchester. Probably intro¬ 
duced at last station. 

U. scabra Miller. A small self-sown tree, now extinct, Cambridge 
(IP. Deane, June 29, 1895); Dedham (O'. O'. Kennedy, May 24, 1891); 
roadside, Milton (O'. O’. Kennedy, June 5, 1S91). This is the Scotch 
or wych elm, which ranges from Europe to Japan. 
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URTICA. 


U. dioica L. Waste places, rare; Boston, Koxbury, Dorchester, 
Concord, Watertown, Framingham; Hingham, according to Bonce, 
Botany of Hingham, in History of i lingham, i. pt. 1, 124, 1803. 

U. gracilis Ait. Moist ground in waste places; common. 

U. Lyallii Wats. Moist ground in waste places; numerous reports 
from central and northern portions of the district. 

U. urens L. Waste ground, infrequent, generally near the coast. 
Reported from Gloucester, West Gloucester, Andover, Malden, 
Revere, Boston, Sherborn. 


SANTALACEAE. 


( OMAXDRA. 


C. umbellata (L.) Nutt. Dry woods and open ground, very 


common throughout. 


LORANTHACEAE. 


ARCEFTHOBIUM. 


A. pusillum Peck. Parasitic on Picea mariana ; at a pond near 
Skug River, Andover (.1. S. Prase , Oct. 12o, 1902); Wilmington 
(A. S. Pease, Oct. 18, 1902); Acton (./. G. .lark. May 10, 1898). 


ARISTOLOCHIACEAE 


\SARUM. 


A. canadense L. Rich woods and roadsides, infrequent. Proba¬ 
bly introduced at most of its stations. 


POLYGONACEAE. 


EM EX. 


E. spinosa Campd. Charlestown (C. E. Perkins, 1882, specimen 
in herb. X. E. Botanical Club). Native of Mediterranean region, 
ape of Good Hope and the Antilles. 
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[September 


FAGOPYRUM. 


F. escijlentum Moench. Persistent after cultivation and escaping, 
frequent. 

F. tatakicum (L.) Gaertn. In similar situations; Naliant, Somer¬ 
ville, Cambridge, Dedham, Sherborn. 


POLYGON ELLA. 


P. articulata (L.) Meisn. Dry sand and gravel, very common 


throughout. 


POLYGONUM. 


P. acre HBK. Wet soil, very common throughout. 

P. acre HBK., var. leptostachyum Meisn. Well distributed 

throughout. 

P. amphibium L. Ponds and shallow water. Apparently rather 
frequent in Essex County, also at Glacialis Pond, Cambridge (6'. (J. 
Kennedy, June 20, 1803); Framingham (A ../. Karnes, Sept. 20, 1908). 

P. amphibium L., f. Hartwrightii (Gray) Blake. (See Rhodora 
xv. 104, 1913.) Muddy shores, Chelmsford, Cambridge, W. Roxbury, 
Woburn, Sherborn. 

P. amphibium L., f. terrestre (lA‘ers) Blake. (See Rhodora xv. 
104, 1913.) On Newburyport turnpike, Ipswich (John A. Lowell, 
no date); on shore near type in W. P. Upham’s pond, Peabody 
(,/. Robinson, July 30, 1874); Fresh Pond, Cambridge (IF. (J. Farlow, 
September, 1878). 

P. arenarium Waldst. & Kit. Vacant land, Back Bay, Boston 
(IF. P. Rich, July 18, 1900); South Boston Hats (IF. R. Rich, July, 
1899). See Rhodora x. 152, 1908. Native of southern Europe, 
extensively used in California for rockeries and bouquets. 

P. arifolium L. Meadows, ditches and low woods; common 
throughout. 

P. aviculare L. Dooryards, sidewalks and waste places; very 
common throughout. 


angustifolium 



Gravelly soil, Back 


Bav F 



1900) 


1894) 
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P. aviculare L., var. littorale (Link) Koch. Edge of salt marshes; 
Revere, Chelsea, South Boston, Scituate and probably elsewhere on 

the coast. 

P. aviculare L., var. vegetum Ledeb. (*ak Island, Revere ( //. A. 
Young, Aug. 3, 1882; 6'. G. Kennedy, Aug. 6, 1894); Boston (C. E. 
Perkins, June 12, 1879); chicken-yard, Sherborn (M. L. Loomis, 

July 15, 1912, July 25, 1913). 

P. Bellakdi All. S. Boston (E. A C. E. Faxon, July 3, 1S79). 

Adventive from western Asia or eastern Europe. 

P. Bistokta L. Garden escape, lioxford ( Rev. IF. P. Alcott, June 
13, 1S90); weed in garden, Malden (IF. II. Manning, —,1883; Mrs. 
N. M. H mine well, May 31, 1886). A boreal species, native of Eu¬ 
rasia and western North America. 

P. Careyi Olney. Swamps and moist places, frequent. No reports 

from Flvmouth County. 

P. cilinode Michx. Dry ledges and clearings; occasional, espe¬ 
cially on Cape Ann. 

P. Convolvulus L. Gardens and waste places; common. 

P. cuspidatum Sieb. & Zucc. Waste places; recently introduced, 
and especially frequent in Boston and immediate vicinity; also at 

Danvers, Wakefield, and Lexington. 

P. dumetorum L. Rich soil; reported from only eight stations, 

but probably much more common than this would indicate. 

P. dumetorum L., f. cristatum (Engelm. & Gray) Robinson. 
Blue Hills, W. Quincy, common (./. R. Churchill, Aug. 29, 1891). 


P. erectum L. Fields and waste places; occasional in central and 
northern towns. 

P. exsertum Small. Brackish meadows and salt marshes; Ips¬ 
wich, Cambridge, Boston, Brighton. 

P. glaucum Nutt. (See Rhodora xv. 68-73, 1913.) Revere 

(C. E. Faxon, no date; the specimen is in the Gray Herbarium). 
The specimens quoted by John Robinson, FI. Essex to. 92, 1880 as P. 
maritimum L. although some are immature, seem to be P. proli¬ 
fic uni (Small) Robinson. 

P. Hydropiper L. Moist soil, very common throughout. 

P. hydropiperoides Michx. Brooks and swamps; common 

throughout. 

P. hydropiperoides Michx., var. strigosum Small. Wayland,. 
Wellesley, Dedham, Milton, Canton. 
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P. lapathifolium L. Fields, gardens and waste places, common. 
P. lapathifolium L., var. incanum (Willd.) Koch. Stony and 
gravelly shores and wet places; Spot Pond, Stoneham; Winter Pond 
and North Reservoir, W inchester; dump, Boston; flats, South Boston; 
low cultivated ground, Sherborn. 

Specimens from all these places have been carefully examined. 
They have the small achenes of P. lapathifolium L. and should be 
referred to the above variety rather than as a variety to P. tomeutosum 

Schrank. 

P. lapathifolium L., var. nodosum (Pers.) Weinmann. Culti¬ 
vated ground, Sherborn (M. L. Loomis, Aug. 2, 1910 et seq.). 

P. Muhlenbergii (Meisn.) Wats. Muddy places and shallow 
water, occasional. 


P. orientale L. Garden escape; occasional. 

P. pennsylvanicum L. Moist soil, common throughout. 

P. Persicaria L. Waste places and gardens, very common through¬ 
out. 

P. proliicum (Small) Robinson. Salt marshes and beaches; 
common along the coast. 

P. ramosissimum Michx. .Suit marshes, Watertown ( F. »S. 
Collins, July 2S, 1SS<>); waif in dry sand by railway, Belmont (C. II. 
Knowlton, Aug. 26, 1911). 

P. ramosissimum Michx., f. atlanticum Robinson. Medford, 
Cambridge, Watertown, Dorchester, Scituate. A peculiar form from 
Oak Island, Revere, somewhat resembling P. erectum probably be¬ 
longs here. 

P. uurivagum Jord. Watertown (C. F. Perkins, Aug. 25, 1881). 
An Old World species. 

P. sagittatum L. Low grounds, very common and abundant 
throughout. 

P. scandens L. Swamps and wet thickets, common. 

P. tenue Michx. Dry rocky and sandy places, frequent. 

P. virginianum L. Moist shady places; Lexington; Beaver 
Brook Reservation, Belmont; Stony Brook Reservation in W r . 
Roxburv and ilvde Park. 

RHEUM. 


R. Rhaponticitm L. Open field, Beaver Brook Reservation, Bel¬ 
mont (IP. Deane, Apr. 25, 1896). Frequently persistent after culti¬ 
vation, but seldom collected. Originally from southern Siberia. 
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RUM EX. 


R. Acetosa L. Roadsides, Georgetown (./. II. Sears, June 12, 
1905); Medfield ( K. M. If icgand, June 23, 1909). 

R. Acetosella L. Dry fields, especially in acid soil; very common 
and abundant throughout. Noticed near Salem in 1028 by Francis 

Higginson. 

' . . . .. 

H. altissimus Wood. Near Audubon Road, Boston (( . Jf . Swcui, 

Aug. 25, 1899); vacant lot, Fenway, Boston (C. II. Knowlton , June 


ox 

— O, 



Adventive from the West. 


R. Britannica L. Swamps and marshes, frequent throughout. 

R. CRisprs L. Fields and waste places; a common weed through¬ 


out. 


R. hastatulus Baldw. Salisbury beach (A. A. Eaton, Aug. 31, 
1912, specimen in Gray Herb.). 

R. maritimus L., var. fueginus (Phil.) Dusen. (See Rhodora 
xvii. 73 — S3, 1915.) Charlestown (C. E. Perkins, July or August, 
1881); South Boston fiats (C. E. Perkins, July 10, 1879). 

R. mexicanus Meisn. Low waste ground near Cottage harm, 

Brighton ( F. F. Forbes, June 23, 1912). 

R. obtusifolius L. Fields and waste places, common throughout. 

R. pallidus Bigel. Sea beaches and salt marshes, frequent along 
the coast. 

R. Patientia L. Moist thickets and waste places; Andover, 
Manchester, Wakefield, Weston, Wellesley, Framingham, Sherborn, 

Hingham. 

R. persicarioides L. Sandy Cove, Bayview, Gloucester (II . P. 
Rich & E. F. Williams, Aug. 15, 1897 and M. L. Fernald, F. W. 

Hun tie well tl* B• Long, September 11, 1913). 

R. verticillatus L. Cohasset (Miss Lincoln ,.no date; specimen 


in herb. Boston Soc. Nat. Hist.). 


\dventive from further west. 


[Chorizanthe pungens Benth. N. Chelmsford, wool-waste (Rev. 
II . I\ Alcott', specimen in herb, of), adventive from California, 
according to Dame & (. ollins, FI. Middlesex Co. 88, 188S. Mr. Alcott 
seems to have been a keen observer, but the committee has been 
unable to locate his herbarium.] 
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CHENOPODIACEAE. 


\TRIPLEX. 


A. arenaria Nutt. Edges of salt marshes and seashore; Salisbury, 

" 4 ■ * 

1'ltmi Island, Beverly, Lynn, and in nearly every coastal town or city 

K 7 \ 7 % %/ 

from Cambridge to Duxbury. 

|“ A. bract eosa Wats. N. Chelmsford, wool-waste (Rev. W. I*. 
Alcott). Adv. from Cal.”, according to Dame & Collins, FI. Middle- 
sex Co. 84, 1888.] 

A. patula L. Salt marshes and waste places near the coast, rather 
common. 

A. patula L., var. hastata (L.) Gray. Common and abundant, 
with the typical form. 

A. patula L., var. littoralis (L.) Gray. Frequent, with the typical 
form. 

A. rosea L. South Boston flats (C. E. Perkins, Aug. 9, 1879; Sept. 
5, 1881; specimens in herb. N. E. Botanical Club). 


BASSIA. 


B. iiirsuta (L.) Aschers. Made land near sea, South Boston (C. 
II. Knowlton, Sept. 12, 1908 et seq.). A large area is fully occupied 
by this saline species. (See Rhodora xi. 120, 1909.) Also on wool- 
waste at Westford (Miss E. F. Fletcher , October, 1910). 


CHEXOPODIITM. 


C. album L. Common weed in waste places and gardens every¬ 


where. 


C. album L., var. viride (L.) Moq. Frequent, with the typical 
form. 

C. ambrosioides L. Waste places; very abundant around cities, 
frequent elsewhere. 

C. ambrosioides L., var. antiielminticum (L.) Gray. Occasional 
in waste places. 

C. Bom s-Henrici s L. Roadside next Botanical Garden, Cam¬ 
bridge, no date; Back Bay, Boston (Miss F. C. Prince , no date). 

C. Bosciamjm Moq. Vacant lot, Back Bay, Boston (IF. P. 
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Rich, Aug. 27, 1900; specimen in herb. W. P. Rich). Adventive 
from west or south. 

('. Botrys L. Waste places and gardens, frequent. 

C. CAPiTATUM (L.) Aschers. Waste places rare; Salem, Lowell, 
Sherbom, Hingham. Adventive from further west. 

C. glaucum L. Gardens and waste places; frequent near Boston, 

occasional elsewhere. 

C. graveolens Lag. & Rodr. Turnip patch, dressed with wool- 
waste, Chelmsford (C. IF. Swan, Sept. 20, 1885; specimen in herb. 
Yale University and herb. N. E. Botanical Club). A native ot the 
American tropics from Mexico to Bolivia; also in tropical Africa and 

Arabia. 

C. hybridum L. Dry open woods (its original habitat) and waste 
places, common throughout. 


leptophyllum 


Sand dunes, beaches and borders of salt 


marshes; Plum Island, Revere, Dorchester and perhaps elsewhere; 
also adventive at Sherborn (M. L. Loomis, Aug. 3, 1911; July 23, 
1912). 

C. multifidum L. South Boston flats ( C . E. Perkins, 1881; speci¬ 
men in herb. N. E. Botanical ('tub). Native of South America. 

C. murale L. Waste land; Newburyport, Charlestown, Roxbury, 
Dorchester; Tewksbury and Framingham, according to Dame & 

Collins, FI. Middlesex Co. 83, 18SS. 

[C. pohjspcrmum L. Framingham (Rev. .1. II. Temple), according 

to Dame & Collins, FI. Middlesex Co., 83, 18SS.] 

L. Salt marshes; Rockport, Gloucester, Revere, Med- 

“ ‘ Near the mouth of Saugus river ’ (Dr. Chas. Picker¬ 


rubrum 

Quincy. 


ing) 4 Annisquam ’ (Mrs. Downs).”, according to Robinson, FI. Essex 

Co. 90, 1880. 

(’. urbicum L. Waste places, occasional. Collected on Boston 

Common by E. I'uckerman, Jr., in July, 1843. 

C. virgatum Thunb. Bond St., Cambridge (Roger II arncr, 
June 28, 1885; specimen in herb. W. Deane). Native ot Japan. 


KOCH I A. 


K. Scoparia (L.) Schrad. Roadside in old town and abundant 
in gardens at Marblehead (II . Deane, Aug. 30, 1911); dump on vacant 
lot, Fenwav, Boston (C. II. Knowlfon , Aug. 0, 1911). 
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S. ambigua Miclix. Salt marshes an<l wet sea-beaches. Rare 
on North shore; Annisquam, Gloucester (./. //. Scars, 1892); Lynn 
(./. Robinson, Sept. 14, 1875); Revere ( C. II. Knowlion, Aug. 20, 

“ At Gloucester, Mass. Pickering. 1S25.” William Oakes 



in Hovey’s Magazine xiii. 219, 1S47. Frequent from Hingham to 

Plymouth. 

%/ 

S. europaea L. Salt marshes, common throughout. 

S. europaea L., var. pachystachya (Koch) Fernald. Nahant 
( K. M. Wiegand, Oct. 2, 1908; specimen in herb. Wellesley College). 


S. mucronata 


Salt marshes, frequent. 


SALSOLA. 


S. Kali L. Sea-beaches, occasional. 

S. Kali L., var. caroliniana (Walt.) Nutt. More abundant than 
the typical form. 

S. Kali L., var. tenuifolia G. F. W. Mey. Gardens and waste 
places; occasional, but apparently not spreading. 


SPIN AC I A. 


S. ole race A L. Rubbish heap, Winchester (.1/. L. Fernald, May 


20, 1907). 


SITAEDA. 


S. linearis (Ell.) Moq. Salt marshes, common throughout. 

S. maritima (L.) Dumort. Salt marshes, frequent throughout. 
S. Richii Fernald. Prostrate in sand below high tide, and in salt 
marshes; Plum Island (E. F. Williams, Aug. 4, 1S99); Ipswich 
(J. II. Sears, Aug. 24, 1886; September, 1887); Hass Rocks, Glouces¬ 
ter (E. F. Williams, Aug. 14, 189S). 


AMARANTHACEAE. 

ACNIDA. 


A. cannabina L. Edges of clavev tidal estuaries, from Newbury- 

%. %. / %/ 


port to Dorchester; not reported on the South Shore, probably be¬ 
cause the shores are sandv. 
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A. tamariscina (Nutt.) Wood. Introduced in waste, Goulding’s 
Mill, Malden ( F. S. Collins, Sept. 25, 1887; specimen in herb. Gray). 
Adventive from the west. 

A. tuberculata Moq. Roadside, Medford ( F. S. Collins, August, 
1SS7; in Dame & ( ollins, FI. Middlesex Co. SO, 1888 as J. rhyssoearpa 
Moq.); along the river, Concord (E. F. II ilhams, Sept. 17, 
abandoned chicken-yard, Sherborn (M. L. Loomis , Oct. 18, 1913). 



AMAIIANTHUS. 


A. Bi.iTOiDKs Wats. Waste sandy ground, frequent. Adventive 
from the west. 

A. caudatus L. Waste places; W. Chelmsford, Lynn, Wakefield, 
Woburn, Cambridge. An Old World species, spreading from the 
American tropics. 

[Rev. Manasseh Cutler, writing from Ipswich in 1784, reported the 


Bloodv Amaranth or Love Lies Bleeding as growing “ amongst rub¬ 


bish ” (Mem. Am. Acad. i. 490, 1785). Robinson’s Flora of Essex 
Co., 91, 1880, identifies Cutler’s plant with the above.] 

A. cruentus L. Gardens and waste places; Medtord (II in. 
liootl, 1803-4); Cambridge (A. Gray, 1870); S. Boston (E. /*. Wil¬ 
liams, Sept. IS, 1898). An Old World species. 

A. gracilis Desf. S. Boston (E. & C. E. Faxon, 1878; s])ecimen 
in herb. X. E. Botanical Club). An Old World species. 

A. graecizans L. W aste places and gardens, common. 

A. hyrridcs L. Waste and cultivated ground, common. 

A. HYimiDUs L., f. hypochondriac us (L.) Robinson. Rare weed 
in gardens, Framingham (.1. •/. Fames, Sept. 13, 1014; Concord, per¬ 
sistent for four years on a dump Cl. II . Hosmrr, Rhodora i. 224, 

1899). 

A. Palmeri Wats. Cotton mill waste, Goulding’s Mill, Malden 
(F. S. Collins, Sept. 25, INS7 et seq.); S. Lawrence (.1. S. Pease, 
Sept. 23, 1902). Adventive from the west. 

A. PAXKTLATt’S L. W aste places, infrequent. 

A. Powellii Wilts. Weed in cultivated ground, Tewksbury 


(/•;. /•’. Williams c(- IF. P. Rich, Aug. 12, 1900); Weston, roadside 
( E . E. Williams, Sept. 5, 1807). Fugitive from western United States. 
A. RETROFLEXtls L. Cultivated ground and waste places, common 

throughout. 


18 () 
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A. spinosus L. Waste places; Lowell, Lynn, Malden, Boston, 
South Boston. 

A. viuidis L. Goulding’s Mill, Malden ( F. S. Collins, Aug. 30, 
1887); dump, South Boston (E. <£* C. E. Faxon, 1878). 


GOMPHRENA. 


G. globosa L. Dump, Boston (C. IF. Swan, Sept. 14, 1880; 
specimen in herb. Yale University). 


PHYTOLACCACEAE. 

PHYTOLACCA. 

P. americana L. (L. Sp. ed. 1 . P. decandra L. Sp. ed. 2.) Dry 

pastures, open woods and roadsides; common throughout. 

C. H. K nowlton ) Committee on 
Walter Deane j Local Flora. 


An albino Viola rostrata. — In a large collection of plants from 
northern New York, Mrs. Orra Parker Phelps includes a beautiful 
white-flowered form of the ordinarily lilac- and violet-flowered I iola 
rostrata. The albino which formed a colony of more than one hundred 
plants is quite as striking in its departure from the normal form of the 
species as V. cucuUata, forma albijlora Britton, and V. pedata, forma 
alba Britton. It may be called 

Viola rostrata Pursh, forma Phelpsiae, n. f., corollis albidis.— 
New York: beech woods, Pierrepont, May 20, 1014, Orra Parker 
Phelps, no. 099 (type in Gray Herb.).— M. L. Fernald. 


Yol. 17, no. 200, including pages 145 to 160, was issued 6 August, 1915. 






